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LOI DICH GIA CHO LAN TAI BAN THU HAI
Nam mé Bon Su Thich Ca Mau Ni Phét

Kinh thua quy Phat tur,
Cubn sach “Xa Loi ciia Ptc Phat” duge in 1an thir nhat vao thang 9 nam 2005 tai
An-d6 va day 1a 1an tai ban tht hai (thang 6 naim 2006) 2000 cudn véi 101 gidi thiéu
ctia Pai 140 Hoa thuong thuong Mén ha Gidc, Hoi chu Tong hoi Phat gido Viét
Nam tai Hoa ky.
Hién nay strc khoé ctia Hoa thuong rat yéu, toi va quy Phat tir chuia Phuéc Hau tai
thanh phd Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Hoa Ky phét tim 4n téng cudn sach nay. Cong
dtc dugc bao nhiéu xin nguyén cho On sém mau binh phuc, phap thé khinh an va
tudi tho mai mién trudng.

Nam mé Chtng Minh Su B6 tat Ma Ha Tat.

Ning phé Milwaukee, ngdy 24 thang 06 nam 2006
Thich Nir Gi61 Huong

Tru tri chua Phudc Hau



LOI GIOI THIEU CUA ON MAN GIAC

Sau khi Pttc Phat nhap ni€t-ban, x4 1di clia ngai dudc chia thanh tim phin
cho tdm linh thd nhu Vuong X4 (Rajagaha), Vesali, thinh Ca-ti-la-vé
(Kapilavatthu), Allakappa, Ramagama, Vethadipa, Pava va Cau-thi-na
(Kusinara). D& c6 ndi ton kinh thd x4 19i clia cdc bac thanh, ki€n tric cla céc
ngdi thap bit dau phdt sanh va ti€n hod. Nhicu th€ ky troi qua, Phat gido theo

thdi th€ ma thing trim I&én xudng va x4 1gi hau hét ciing bi thi't lac.

Vio thé ky XX, cdc nha khio cd trong khi khai quat ving Taxila va ngon
ddi Long Tho (Nagarjunakondd) da tim thdy cdc vién x4 1gi that cda Pidc Phat
va hién nay dudc thd tai Sarnatha. T4c gid Tham Weng Yew di viét vé lich st
va ¥ nghia cla viéc thd x4 1gi, ti€n trinh thing hod cdc dén thdp thd ciing cdc
hinh 4nh minh hoa. Ty-kheo-ni Gigi Huong di phat tim dich ra ti€ng viét va day
12 1an xud't ban thit hai.

Xin mdi quy doc gid tham khdo va tu duy sé thiy gid tri v ciing to 16n clia
quyén sdch nhu mdt mén qua tinh than, mot phuong phap séng va mot cach giip
ching ta ting trudng phudc-hué.

Xin tran trong gidi thi€u.

Ngay 26, thing 3, ndm 2006
Hoa Thugng Thich Man Giéc

Vién chu chua Viét-nam tai Los Angeles, Hoa Ky



LOI DICH GIA

Nhdn thdy cé mot sé Phdt tit hién dai cé khuynh hudng
khong thich nhitng hinh thitc nghi lé ciing bdi bao géom cd
viéc ton tho xd lgi va cho rang “Pdy la mot sy tu tdp chua
rét rdo”, béi 1é ho chii truong mot 167 séng thudn tuy ‘tu
tuéng’ hay ‘duy 1y’ nhu chi thién dinh hay nghién citu kinh
sdch...

That ra, nhitng nghi 1é bdi sdm ciing la mdt hinh thiic
ciia tién trinh chuyén hod tam thitc. Tén tho xd lgi hodc cdc
thdnh tich la mot biéu hién ciia long biét on doi vdi Piic
Thé ton - nguoi da chi cho chiing ta mot con duong gidi
thodt va an lac. Va nhitng vién xd loi nhu vdy giup chiing ta
tang trudng long tin. T long tin kién cé gilp chiing ta viot
qua cdc chudng ngai va loai triv phién ndo. Thiét tudng,
day ciing la mot cdch tu tdp tding trudng chdnh tin, vun boi
phudc hué va la nhip cdu ndéi gita trang thdi tinh cdm va
thuc chiing.

Nhin thdy gid tri va lgi ich ciia cudn sdch ‘The Sacred
Relics of the Buddha’ va dugc su cho phép cua tdc gid
Tham Weng Yew ciing nhu Vién Nghién cvu Phdt hoc, Thu
vién Phdt hoc Singapore, t6i phdt tam dich cuén sdch nay
ra tiéng Viét ngd hdau loi ich cho tdt cd Phdt tit Viét-nam



chiing ta. Nhung kha ndng dich thudt con yéu kém, sé khong
trdnh khéi nhitng so sudt, kinh mong duogc sy chi dan tir ban
doc.

Nguyén céng ditc nay cho tdt ca ching ta mdi mdi la
thién hitu tri thitc voi nhau trén budc duong gidc tinh va
gidi thodt.

Mua thu ngay 06-09-2005
WUS University Hostel,
Thich Nit Gioi Huong
(thichnugioithuong @yahoo.com)



LOI TRI AN

ny ban Quan ly Thu vien Phat gido, Singapore chin
thanh cim on Chdnh phii An D6 va Hoi Pai-bd-dé § An
P06 d3 mang va trién 1dm x4 1¢i Phat tai Singapore. Pic
biét cam ni€ém cOng duc:
- Hoa Thugng Tién si D. Rewatha, Tong Thu ky hoi Pai-
b6-dé tai An D9.
- Thugng Toa Kahavatte Siri Sumedha, Puong Kim Tru
tri Tu vién Mulagandhakuti 3 Loc Uyén, Sarnath.
- Bo6 Ph4t trién Con ngudi cda Chanh phd An bo.
_ T8ng Gidm d6c Khoa Khio c§ An Do
Chung t61 cling xin cdm On ny ban Thong tin va Nghé
thuat Singapore da Gng ho va gidp dd truyén tin. Ching toi
cling xin chan thanh cam on Hoa thugng Dhammaratana, vi
c6 van nhiét tinh cho toan bd chuong trinh tri€n 1dm x4 1gi
thi€éng li€ng nay.






LOINOI PAU

Loc Uyén (Sarnath) 1a ndi Pdc Phat Thich-ca-mau-ni
da thuyé&t bai phdp dau tién. Vi Vay, day la mot trong
nhitng noi thiéng liéng nhit & An b6. Hoa thugng
Anagarlka Dharmapala, ngu’dl da thanh 1ap Hoi Pai-bo-deé,
lam song lai Phat gido & An P06 sau 800 ndm bi hoan toan
bién mat. Ngai di xdy dung tu vién Milagandhakuti &
Sarnath d€ thd x4 10i cda Ddc Phat. X4 1di nay d3a dudc
chénh quyén Anh cai tri An Do nam 1931 dang ciing cho tu
vién Miulagandhakuti ¢ Sarnath. X4 19i dugc dua ra khoi
trdp mdi nim mot 1an d€ quan ching Phat tif ddnh 1&. Hang
ngan Phat ti, nhitng ngudi hao tim va ngay ca nhirng chinh
khdch linh dao ciing di thudng dén dé dinh 1& x4 1gi
thi€ng liéng nay. Thu vién Phit gido Singapore thudc Ho1
Nghién cttu Phit gido d3 yéu cau Hoi Pai-bd-dé cho trién
1am x4 1gi Phat tai Singapore. Li thinh cau nay da dudgc
HoOi dong Quén tr1 Bai- bo-de, Uy ban Phat trién Con ngudi
cia chanh phu An D6 va Bd khio ¢d hoc An Do dong y.

T6i xin thanh thit cdm on rat nhiéu.

Kinh but,
TT. Kahavatte Siri Sumedha Thero






THU PAU

X4 1gi Phat dudc thd 6 tu vién Mulagandhakuti, Sarnath
12 mot trong nhitng bdo vat thiéng liéng nhit clia th€ gidi
Phat gido. Toi rat vui khi bi€t Phit gido & Singapore sé c6
co hoi dé€ ddnh 1& x4 1¢i Phit trong sudt mot tun trién 1am
& Singapore. Tdi cling cAm on Ban quén tri Hoi Dai-bo-dé,
Cd quan chinh phii An P9 da dong ¥ cho phép mang x4 1gi
tif tu vién Mulagandhakuti d&€n Singapore tri€n 1am.

Thanh tAm cAu nguyén viéc thim viéng va dinh I1& x4
lgi Phat sé& mang hanh phic va an lac dén vdi tat ca
nhitng ngudi dén d€ thay, chiém ngudng va 1& lay bio vat
nay va nhan co hdi nay ciing sé tao nén mdi hitu nghi tot
dep gilta An bo va Singapore.

Kinh but,
Hoa thugng Tién si D. Rewatha



Bin dé Tiu luc dia An Po




MUC LUC

Loi Dich gid
Loi Dich gid cho lantdi bén thit hai
Loi Gioi Thiéu cua Hoa thuwong Mdan Gidc
Loi Tri dn
Loi néi dau
Thu ddu
Muc luc
Lo1 tua
1. Sy dinh hudng
2. Biing ching kinh dién
3. Nhitng ng61 thap
4. Song tin thanh, song hién tai
5. Cau chuyén vé hai thanh phd
6. Hoi sinh
Sach Tham khao
Séch da xuat bdn






LOI TUA

Phat t@ luon ludon tho kinh x4 1gi vi day 1a bdo vat
lien quan t6i bac gidc ngd. Xa Igi 1a biéu tugng manh
mé d€ tuong trung va ghi nhé nhiing ddc hanh cda bac
gidi thoat. X4 lgi sé¢ tao nén long thanh tAm va kinh
tin. Pay that sy [a x4 1gi htu hinh cta Ddc Phat lich st
Thich-ca-mau-ni dugc hdi khio cd va lich st x4c minh
13 ding va thuc su quy hi€m. Xa lgi dich thuc va cé thé
c6 duge da duge chu ting ni, Phat td tran trong kinh
quy nay 1 do cAc nha kh3o c¢6 tim thiy dugc & Taxila
va Nagarjunarkonda (Ngon d6i Long tho) trong dau th&
k§ XX. Vi si ddng § cta chinh pht An Do va Hoi
Dai-bd-dé mang x4 lgi Phat lan dau tién qua Singapore
d€ trien lam mot tudn tai Thu vién Phat gido,
Singapore. Sy trién lam nay sé tao cd hoi cho Phat ta
Singapore va thanh phd nay c¢6 co hoi thiy va danh 1é
nhiing vién ngoc x4 1gi quy giad ctia Dic Phat.

Cudn siach nay dugc 4n ban cling chung véi cudc
trién lam néi trén dé gidp cho Phat td hiéu thém vé ¥
nghia tho phugng x4 1gi hitu hinh, dic biét trong bdi
canh Phat-gido & phia Nam va Dong-nam-4. Sich nay



cing danh d&u lich st hai trap x4 loi ti An-do duoc
mang dén trién lam & day.

Hy vong ring v6i nhiing thong tin cin ban nay sé
lam giau ki€n thic ctia Phat tG khi d€n danh 1& nhiing
vién x4 lgi quy gid nay.

Thu vién Phat gido, Singapore, 1999
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SU PINH HUGONG

Kinh 1& Dic Thé ton,
bac t0i thugng va gidc ngd hoan toan.
(Namo tassa bhagavanto arahato samma sambuddhassa)

Th€ giGi nay rdt may midn dugc ngai gidng sanh, dugc
nghe phdp thoai cia ngai, nhan nhitng 16i chi day cua
ngai d€ chuyén hod va danh tan nhitng ta ki&n sai 1am.
Nhuy mot tAim guong song dong cua sy gidc ngd va
truyén dao, su hién hitu cia ngai 12 mot chan dong hy
hitu 16n. T nhitng bai kinh md td v s nhitng vi du vé
con ngudi dugc 11 ich khi dién ki€n va nghe phdp Phit.
Lam sao dé su truyén cdm ndy van con sau khi Pic
Phat nhip ni€t ban? Lam sao ching ta dudc 11 ich i sy
hién hitu song dong cla ngai khi xdc than ngai di tan
ra?

DPic Phat da trd 151 vAn d€ ndy nhu sau:

“Nhirng gi Nhu lai da day va giai thich 1la giéi va
luat. Sau khi Nhu lai nhap diét hay 14y d6 lam bac dao



st huéng dan minh.”

(maya dhammo ca vinaya ca desito pannatto, so vo
mamaccayena satthd).'

DPay 1a nguyén ly ti€p xic véi Pirc Phat qua chinh
nhitng 15i day cda ngai. Tuy nhién, bi€u tuong xdc thin
vat chit ciia Ddc Phat cling xdc thuc hon va gidp tao
niém tin hon. C6 mot ciau chuyén dudc k€ trong kinh
B4n sanh Thién Nghiép Thi Du (Kalingabodhi)® ring:

Phat t& thudng dén tinh x4 Tric 1dm & Savatthi dé
danh 1&€ Ditc Thé Ton. Néu Puc Thé-tdon di viang, ho
thudng dé€ lai nhitng mén ho cing dudng nhu hoa,
huong, dén, nén... Lic d6, trudng gid Cap-co-ddc dé y
diéu ndy mdi thua véi ngai A Nan bach Phit nén c6 mot
ndi thich hgp cho Phit tif bay to su ciing dudng khi Puc
Phat di ving khong c6 trong tinh xa. Dic Phat trd 13i
ring cé ba loai thap (cetiya) c6 thé dung d€ bay td long
cung kinh d61 vGi Pitc Phat:

1.Noi thd x4 191 Phat (saririka cetiya): c6 nhitng ng6i

thap thd x4 1gi ctia Pic Phit nhu tro, xuong, toc,
rang ...

2.Ndi thd nhitng d6 dung ctia Phat (Pdribhogika

' Digh Nikaya (Trudng-bo kinh), tap II, trang 155.
? Jataka (Kinh B&n sinh), tap IV, Truyén s6 479: Kalingabodhi Jataka, trang 228.



cetiya): ¢c6 nhirng ngodi thdp thG nhitng vat Duc
Phit thudng dung nhu binh b4t, y, cdy bd dé...

3.Noi dé tudng niém (Uddesika cetiya): c¢6 nhi€u
hinh thic tudng nhé d€n Pwc Phat nhu: banh xe
phap (Dhammacakka), Tam bao (trisiila) va hinh
tugng cua Phat (Buddhariipa)...

Dic Phat cdm thay ring tdt hon khi ngai con sdng
nén xay mot noi dé€ thd cay bd dé (buddhehi paribhutto
mahdabodhi rukkho). Do d6, mdt nhdnh ciy bo dé dudc
chi€t & cay bd dé tai B6-dé-dao-trang ndi Pirc Phat gidc
ngd dem vé trong & truc sin clia tu vién Tric 1am va
nhitng Phat t& da ton kinh cdy boé d€ nay nhu Pic Phat
khi ngai di ving khdi tu vién.

Viéc chia ba loai thdp di minh hoa 1y tuéng Phat
gido doi v6i van dé bi€u trung va tudng nhé Pic Phat
lich stt. TAp sdch nay s& tip trung & loai thap thd nhat:
x4 10i ciia Phat. Khi Phat gido lan truyén trong 500 nim
dAu tién, chii y&u 1a d&n cdc tidu luc dia An Do va Tich
lan, vi viy thit hop 1y khi khiang dinh ring khu vuc nay
s& thira hudng phan 16n nhat di sdn x4 1gi cia Pc Phat.
Nhitng c6 vat do nghanh khdo cd phat hién dudng nhu
da uing hd cho y tudng nay. Pic biét, Phat gido Nguyén
thiy (Theravdda) di c¢6 moi quan hé gan giii va lau dai
véi xa 191 cua buc Nhu-lai.






2
BANG CHUNG KINH PIEN

1) KINH PAI BAT NIET BAN
(Mahapari-nibbana sutta)

Kinh Pai bit Ni€t ban (Su Nhap diét Vi dai) dé cap
viéc tu tAp kinh thd x4 1¢i Phat c6 ndi vé giai doan vai
thing cudi cung tru6c khi Pitc Phat nhap diét, roi khi
DPuc Phat nhap diét vdi 1€ tra ty va phan chia x4 1di nhu
th€ ndo. Pay 12 mot bai kinh rit ¢6. Hién nay c6 siu
ban kinh van con hién hitu:
- Mot trong Pali (Phdi Nguyén thiy Phat gido)
- Mot trong Sanskrit (Phai Can-ban Htru bd/
Miilasarvastivada)
- Bon trong Héin tang (Phdi Da-ma-ciic-da/
Dharmaguptaka va ba trudng phai vo danh khac)

2) KINH DI GIAO



Ban Pali cia kinh nay thuit lai phuong cach Piic
Phit 4n cin day bdo vé viéc tra ty (hda tdng) nhuc thin
va ton thd x4 1¢i cua ngai. Khi tén gia A Nan hoi Puc
Phit v€ nhitng gi nén lam d6i v4i nhuc thin clia Dic
Phit sau khi ngai nhap diét, Pirc Phat da trd 15i rang x4
1¢i cia ngai nén dugc ton thd gidng nhu ton thd x4 1di
cia mot bac Chuyén luadn vuong (Cakkavattin). Pic
Phat da chi day c4ch thitc chuin bi 1€ tra ty va xay dung
thdp tai giao 10 cua bon dai 10 chinh dé€ thg x4 1di.
Nhitng ai v4i tAm hoan hy kinh thd, ton kinh danh 1€ x4
1gi Phat s€ dugc hanh phuc an lac lau dai:

‘Nhung, bach Th€ Ton, chiing con s€ phdi lam gi doi
vdi xa 1di cua Nhu Lai?” ‘Nay A Nan, xa 1¢i Nhu-lai nén
dudc ton thd gidng nhu tdn thd x4 1di cia biac Chuyén-
luan-vuong’. ‘Bach Thé Ton, ton thd nhu thé nao?’
‘Nay A Nan, x4 16i cda bac Chuyén-luin-vuong dudc
g6i trong vai lanh méi.” Ho d3a quin than vua véi 500
l1an nhu vay, roi bd vao mot cdi hop sit. Sau khi dit
ngai l1én gidn thiéu, ho tudi di loai dau thom 1én vi vua
va xdy mot ngdi thap & ngd tu dudng d€ twdng nhé. Nay
Ananda, d6 13 nhitng gi ho d3a 1am cho biac Chuyén-
ludn-thdnh-vuong thi ho nén gidi quy€t thidn Nhu lai
cling nhu vdy. Mot ngdi thap nén dugc xdy G ngd tu
dudng. Va bat ctf ai dit vong hoa hoic dau thom hoic



mau sic v4i long thanh sé dat dudc phudc bdu 16n va
hanh phuc lau dai”.

Vi vay, khi thd x4 191 Phat khong phdi 13 t6 di€m cho
chinh ban thin Phiat ma la 1di ich cho nhitng ai ciing
duong nhu vay vGi long thanh nhu da noé1 trong kinh Di-
gido:

“Lic nhé tuéng: ‘Pay la thap cua Nhu lai...’, tim chiing
sanh trd nén an lac va sau khi chét, ho sé dudc sanh vao
thi€n gi41, chu thién. B6 1a 1y do tai sao...”

3) LE TRA TY VA PHAN BO XA LOI

Noi an nghi cudi ciing ciia Pic Phat 13 tai CAu-thi-na,
mot thi trin clia x& Malla. Tai CAu-thi-na, sau khi néi
131 gido hudn cudi cung cho cdc dé t, Dic Phat nim
gifta hai cdy sala va nhiap ni€t ban. X& Malla ddm
nhiém chudn bi tang 1&. Lic c& hanh 1€ trd ty, gian hda
khong thé nio d6t chdy dudc mai dén khi ngai Pai Ca-
di€p (Mahakassapa), mot trong cac dai dé tr cia Dic
Phat trd vé @€ danh 1& Bidc Phat 1an cudi:

“Ton gia Pai Ca Di€p di ngang dén thd & Malla,
Makuta-Bandhana, roi dén gian hoa thiéu Biuc Phat véi
y phi mot bén vai, ngai chap tay ddnh 1€, di nhi€u ba
vOng quanh gian hda, ddnh 1€ chan Phat va 500 ty kheo



ciing 1am nhu thé. Khi viéc danh 1€ da xong, gian hda tu
boc chdy.

Va khi nhuc thian cia Dic Phat da chay, nhitng gi 1a da,
thit, m&, gin tdt cd d€u tan bién va ngay cd tro ciing
khong con, chi con ¢6 xuwong ma thdi. Giong nhu khi dau
da chdy, thi khong con tro hodc bui, cling vdy vGi than
cia Nhu lai... chi con xuong luu lai ma thoi. Va tat cd
500 16p vai quin, ngay cd I8p trong va ngoai déu bi
chdy rui. Va khi thian cta dic Thé-tdn chdy rui, mua tu
trdi rudi xudng va ciy sala cling phun mua dé tit gian
hda va dian x& Malla ctia CAu-thi-na ciing tugi thém dau
thom dé€ dap tit gian hda. Rdi din Malla dit x4 10i Phat
vao dén clda ho mot tuan, sau khi che thém mot cdi rap,

7 A ya y 3
ho bat dau ca mia, nhay mda”.

Trong 1€ tra ty cdc A-la-hdn da tim thiy dugc x4 1di
(mdt s6 ngudi néi né bing tinh th€) ma ngudi thudng
khong tim thdy dugc. Tu Sarira dudc dung dé chi vat
thé. Long tin ndy dugc phd bi€n trong Phit gido Trung
qudc, tuy nhién ngudn gdc cia né xudt phat theo truyén
thong Phat gido sau nay. LJi tudng thuat trong kinh Pai-
bat Ni€t-ban (Mahdparinibbana) td rang 1a sau cudc
hda tang Bic Phat ‘khéng co tro tan... chi c6 xuong ma
théi’. Cdc nha khdo c6 d3 tim thdy nhiéu miu xudng

3 Nhu sdch da dan, tap II, trang 164-5.



cua Puc Phat. Trong kinh Pai-b4t Niét-ban tir‘sarira’ 1a
bi€u thi cho than thé clia Pitc Phat. Sau khi hda tdng, y
nghia cla tir ndy dudc chi cho x4 1gi cda Phat. P€ tranh
st mo ho, ti‘sarira’ (‘lién quan dén thdn thé’ nghia 12
vat chit cu thé) c6 thé thich hgp hon khi chi cho x4 1gi
cua Puc Phat.

Khi tin truyén Pic ThE Ton d3 nhap diét, nhitng vi
vua clia tdm nudc li€n tranh chdp mudn thinh x4 1di clia
DPitc Phiat vé nudc minh. Ba-la-mdn Dona di 1am ngudi
trung gian, dan x€p mdi bat hoa nay va noéi 1én bai ké
nhu sau:

‘Nay cdc Tén gid, hdy ldng nghe 10i t6i noéi

Nhéin nhuc la loi Piic Phdt day

Thdt khong tot néu coé tranh chdp

Khi phén chia xd loi cia ddng Gidc ngd

Hay lién két trong tinh thuong yéu hoa hop

Hoan hi chia nhau xd lgi tdm phdn

Va xdy thdp & khdp noi

Dé muoi phuong ting thém long tin kinh’.

Ba-la-mo6n Dona da chia x4 1di thanh tdm phan bing
nhau cho nhitng st than ctia tdim dat nudc nhu Vuong x4
(Rajagaha), Vesali, thanh Ca-ty-la-v€ (Kapilavatthu),
Allakappa, Ramagama, Vethadipa, Pava va Cau-thi-na
(Kusindrd). Mbi thanh phd clia tdim nudc nay da xay



nhitng dén thip d€ thd x4 1gi Phit. Riéng Ba-la-mon
Dona ciing xdy mot ngdi thap dé thd binh dung x4 1gi
Phat. Toc Moriya d€n qud tré nén chi nhan dudc nhitng
tro tan t g0. Ho cling xdy mdt ngdi thdp da thd nhirng
tro nay tai thanh phd Pipphalavana ctia ho. Nhu vay,
mudi ngdi1 thip da dugc xay, trong d6 tdm thap thd xa
1g1, thap th chin cho binh dung x4 1g1 va thd mudi cho
tro tan tr go.



3
NHUNG NGOI THAP

Né&u Phat gido 12 Phat bdo, thi nhitng ngdi thap
it han 12 mot sy bi€u 16 ty nhién vé diéu nay qua
hinh thifc cda ki€n tric khong gian. Pldng vé mit
tinh than, thdp da td di€m m§ quan chla chién va la
bi€u tuong hién than cho Pdc Phit va sy gidc ngd
cla ngai.

CcO1 GOC

Ngoi thap 12 mdt ki€n tric xay dung dé thd x4
lgi Phat hodc cdc vi thanh dé t, hodc thinh hda
nhitng noi thiéng liéng ma ngai da hoing phap hay
sinh hoat vv... Cau tric nhitng thdp ndy cé thé cd
trude thdi Pitc Phat. N6 bit ngudn tir nhitng thap
dinh nhon nhu ndi xay dé chifa tro, than clia ngudi
ch€t sau khi hda thiéu. Phong tuc nay khong phdi
k¥ la d6i v6i An Pd. R6 rang 12 mot hinh thic khac
cia phong tuc chon ngudi chét dudi nAm mo hoic u
d4 hinh thép.



Ngudi ta nghi ngd ring bat ci thdp ndo dudc
xay dung trong thdi Phat khi ngai con tai thé 1a
khong thich hgp bdi 1& Pitc Thé Ton van con séng.”
Tuy nhién, truyén thuyé&t da chitng minh diéu nay Ia
dugc cho phép qua sy vi€c Puc Phat dua vai sdi toc
ciia ngai cho nhitng thuong gia Tapassu va Bhalluka
ngudi da dang cing ngai bat chdo sita dau tién sau
khi ngai gidc ngd. Cac thuong gia néi ring viéc x4y
thip dé thd téc clia Phat 1a bay td long kinh trong
cia ho ddi vdi téc cua Phat. Phat t& Mién-dién
tuyén bd ring nhitng sgi téc ndy dudc thd trong
thap Shwedagon G Yangon.

Trong kinh Dai-bat Niét-ban (Mahapari-
nibbana), Ptic Phat di dong y cho dung nhitng ngdi
thap d€ thd x4 1¢i cla ngai sau khi ngai nhap diét.”
Hon nita, Ptic Phat da day ring c6 bon bic xing
dang dugc xay thap ton trong kinh thd xa 191 sau khi
ciac bac 4y da nhap diét. P6 1a:

e Bic hoan toan gidc ngd (Chdnh ding chianh

giac)

e Bich chi Phat°

4 Jataka (Kinh BSn sanh), tap IV, trang 228.
> Xem chuong II.

6 ‘Pitc Phat ti gidc ngd’: mic du gidc ngd, nhitng khong truyén day cho nhitng ngudi khic.



Nhoong Ngoai Thaup

e Thanh Bé tu' (A-la-han)

e Bac Chuyén-luan-thdnh-vuong

Né€u xay thdp cing dudng cho bit ct bic ndo
trong bon vi nay, thi vi thi chd 4y sé& dat dugc an lac
sau khi chét va s& dugc tdi sanh trong cdi thién
gidi.

Nhu dd m6 ta & trén, sau khi hoa ting Pac Phat,
tdm ngdi thip dugc xay & tdm thanh phd dé thd x4
16i clia ngai. Hai cudc khdo c6 mdi ddy d3 x4c nhin
c6 nhitng ki€n tric thap ths x4 191 trudc thsi vua A
Duc nhu sau:

- Vesali: Thu d6 Vajji do toc ngudi Licchavi cai
tri.

- Piprahwa: Noi nay phu hgp vdi thanh Ca-ty-la-
vé (Kapilavatthu),*tht d6 ctia dong ho Thich ca
(Sakya). Cudc dao x6i méi ddy nhat & Piprahwa
da tim thiy hai trdp dung x4 1¢i ctia Ddc Phat,
hién dang giit trong vién bao tang G New Delhi.
Pi€m quan trong giita hai thdp & Vesali va

Piprahwa 12 cling c¢6 nién dai thé ky V truéc Tay
lich nghia 1a giai doan sau khi Ptc Phat nhat diét

-
Digha Nikaya (Truong Bo kinh), tap II, trang 143.
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Theo cdc nha Khao cd tién dodn c6 2, 3 ndi (nhu Piprahwa ...) c6 thé 1a thanh Ca-ty-la-vé. Tuy nhién,
hién nay ho vin chua dua ra k&t ludn cudi ciing. Hiy dgi két qud clia cong trinh khio cifu.



roi. Tuong &ng vdi su ghi nhan trong kinh Pai b4t
Ni€t-ban ring moi ngudi ¢ hai thanh phd nay la
trong s6 nhitng ngudi dau tién di nhan dugc x4 10i
cua Dtrc Phit sau 1€ hda ting.

Hai th€ ky sau khi Pic Phat nhip niét ban,
hoang d€ A-Duc da phan phdi lai bdy trong tim
ngoi thdp thd x4 1¢i Phat nim trong s6 84.000 ngdi
thdp duéi tri€u dai clia ngai. Mot sd nhitng x4 10i
nay dugc mang dé€n nhitng nudc ling gi€ng nhu
Tich lan. Lich st xa 1gi cua Pdc Phiat ¢ Tich lan
dugc ghi rat ro va chi ti€t trong st bién nién cua
Tich lan.

NHUNG TU PONG NGHIA ‘STUPA’

Trong tiéng Anh, tit ‘pagoda’ thudng dugc dung
dé chi cong trinh kié€n tric clda ngdi thdp. Ngay ci
trong Pali va Sanskrit cling c6 nhiéu t¥ dong nghia
dé tao ra sy nham lan. Vi vay, tdc gid s& phan tich
moOt vai thuit tif theo tAim bang dudi day:

Sanskrit Pali
Goc tir chit ‘stiip’ nghia 1a ‘dong, rat
Stapa Thapa nh/1eu : Dlel: naA},/ dfl d? ngh{’rang
thap c6 ngudon goc la mot u dat cao
dé chita hai cot ngudi chét.




Nhoong Ngoai Thaup

Nghia den 13 ‘mdt ki€n tric dé tho
dung (garbha) xa 1d1 (dhatu)’. Tu
dagaba cta Tich Lan (Sinhala) xuat
phat tir thuat tir nay.

Dhatugarbha | Dhatugabba

Tir ¢6 dic diém chi chung cho cédc
Caitiya Cetiya  |loai ling m6. Thinh thodang dudc
dung dic biét chi cho thap.

BEN TRONG THAP TON THO NHUNG GI?

Nhitng ngdi thap thudng dudc xay dé thd nhitng
xa 161 cua Pdc Phat hodc cac vi A-la-han (saririka
thiipa). Theo nhitng ghi nhan cida lich s, nhitng
ngodi thap nhu vy x4y rat khang trang va cdc nha
khdo cd da tim thdy & nhiéu noi nhu: Sanchi, Taxila,
Vesili, Piprahwa, Bhattiprolu vad Ngon dodi Long-tho
(Nagarjunakonda). Trong thap thuGng c6 mot phong
hodc hoc thd trap xa Ig1. Ciing c6 nhitng ngo61 thap
thd nhitng d6 vat cia DPitc Phat khi con song da
thudng st dung (paribhogika thipa) ching han nhu
y, binh bat, toa cu vv... Mac du hai nha chi€ém bai
Trung-hoa Phdp-hién va Huyén-trang di tudng
thudt ring nhitng ngdi thip nhu vy hay con dang
dudc cdc nha khdo c6 khdm phd. Ciing c6 nhitng
ngdi thdp xay dé thd kinh dién clia Pdc Phat. Vua
Kaniska @3 xay mot ngdi thip trang nghiém dé thg



nhitng bdn sG gidi (Vibhasas) cua phai Nhat thi€t-
hitu-bd (Sarvastivada) sau khi két thic cudc kiét tap
lin tha tw. O day cling ¢6 nhitng ngdi thdp nhung
khong con vat gi thG bén trong ntta. C6 nhitng ngo1
dai thap tudng ni€ém dugc xdy G ndi thanh tich cé
lién quan dén cudc ddi cua Pic Phat hodc nhitng
dai dé tf cua ngai.

Cau tric Thap

yashtl (shaft

Chatravali (Long / du)

harmiks

Anda / Garbha (VOm)

Medhi (Trong)

Hinh 3.1 Cdu tric thdp



Théap thudng c6 nhi€u ddng khic nhau, nhung nhin
chung déu c6 mdt miu na nd gidng mau hinh trén.

Bén ngoai thap cé nhitng y€u t6 nhu:

- Thap hinh cai trong (medhi): Vai thip c6 chiic
ning nhu mot cdi trong tron to 16n dé di nhiéu xung
quanh (pradaksina) hodc la noi dé hoa huong hodc cac
phaAm vat diang cing khic.

- Mai vom (anda): M4i vom 12 mdt phian 16n cia
ng6i thap va di tao ra hinh ding ctia ngdi thap. N6
tugng trung cho gd ndi cao clia nAm md nguyén thuy.

- Long (chatravali): xuit phdt tr mot ciu tric cdi
long nhiéu tang x&p chdng 1én nhau nhv ling tim cda
mdt bac thanh hay ngudi anh hiing. S6 tang ciia long c6
su tuong quan vGi dia vi cua ngudi qua vang. Truc cua
long & B6-dé-dao-trang dugc xem nhu 12 yashti va né
dat trén mot cai b€ goi la harmika.

Hau nhu thdp hoan toan bit kin khdng c6 16i vao bén
trong. C6 1& diéu nay d€ ngin chin nhitng sy xic pham
dén x4 1gi thiéng liéng. Bén trong cling cla thap khong
c6 gi hét ngoai trir cdi hoc noi trung tim d€ cat gilt x4
Igi. Sau nay nhirng ngdi thdp 16n, vi mudn tiét ki€m vat
liéu xay dung, ho dia x4y bit bén trong bing dit hoic



gach vun. Ngay ca nhitng ngdi thap 16n hon, c6 mang
ludi nhitng birc tudng thanh xay nhu can phong nho bén
trong thip dé d& mdi vom. Khodng trong bén trong cin
phong nay dudc 14p diay véSi cdt. Hé thdng bic tudng
thanh bén trong thdp thinh thodng c¢6 nhitng miu ddng
khdc biét ching han gidng nhu banh xe (hinh 5.6) hoic
chir van.

Ky su nién dai (Thiapavamsa) cia nhitng ngoi thap
quan trong & Tich lan dd gidi thich rdt hay v€ nhitng trdp
dung x4 16i bén trong dai thip (Mahathipa)’ & thi do
Anuradhapura, Tich lan. Nhitng trdp nay dugc trang
hoang v4i nhi€u hoa vin rat dep. P4 quy va bdo vat
khac ciing dugc dat trong trap. Cac cdng cudc dao xd1
mdi day da ching minh ding nhu nhitng tuGng thuat
trong Ky su nién dai Thupavarmsa.

SU TIEN HOA CUA NGOI THAP

That khé d€ kh3o sit nhitng hinh thic nguyén thuy cia
ngo1 thap. Nhirng ng61 thap nay hoac 1a do thoi gian,
thoi ti€t hay con ngudi stta chita da bi phd hiy hodc mat
di mau gdc. Bat cif khi nao mot ngdi thap dugce tring tu
thi s& bi d6i hinh ddng cii dé€ theo ki€u cich hién dang
thinh hanh luc d6. Trong qué trinh khai quit cdc ngdi

? Tich lan goi 1a Rawanweliseyya.



thdp c6, khong c¢6 gi ngac nhién khi thdy ring nhitng
nén méng nay lai dudc xay chong trén nén cia nhitng
ngdi thdp c6 hon. Thi du, ngdi thdp 16n Sanchi duogc
trung tu vao th&é ky II trude tay lich, nhung trén nén
nguyén thuy cia mot ngdi thdp da c6 cach @6 hon 100
nim vao giai doan dau cta thdi vua A-Duc. Nhitng ngdi
thdp & Taxila va Ngon doi Long-tho (Ndgdrjunakonda)
cling tuong tu nhu vay.

Sau thé ky thit I, ki€n tric cla nhitng ngdi thap tir tir
bi€n ddi. Chiéu cao clia nhitng phan phu trd nén noi bat.
Vi du, theo thong thudng nhitng ng6i thap truGc kia co
hinh b4n cau v6i mdi vom tao thanh cdi xa chinh. Ngudc
lai sau ndy, nhitng ki€n tric cao thudng dudc dit trén
mot ki€n tric cao hon, v6i nhitng ki€n tric bao phud
chang han nhu 6 du (chatravali) trd thanh thdp hinh
chop cao nhu hinh 3.2,

Hinh 3.2 Tién trinh bién d8i Thdp An P



Khi nghé thuit kién tric cia ngdi thdp dugc truyén
ra ngoai An Do, dugc phat trién riéng biét theo tirng dat
nudc va thdi ky ciing nhu bi 4nh hudng bdi nhitng truyén
thong nghé thuit va hinh thirc 1€ nghi cia tirng dan tdc,
dat nudc. Vi du, & Tich lan, nhitng ngdi thdp xud't hién
s6m nhit c6 miu gidng nhitng miu ciia An D9, nhung
nhitng ki€n tric sau nay lai thing hoa véi nhitng hinh
thai phong phd da dang (hinh 3.3). Trong khi § BPong a
thi cdc ngdi thdp c6 hinh ding hau nhu khiac véi miu



ki€n tric An Do.
Hinh 3.3 Cdc kiéu thdp Tich lan
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Thap 12 mdt trong nhitng bi€u trung c6 nhat clia Piic
Phat, bdi vi su két hgp cia thdp v6i nhitng x4 10i cla
ngai, c6 thé dudc coi nhu bi€u trung cho sic thin cia
ngai, gdi l€n long tin thanh va khat ngudng. Sy tin thanh
nay dudc bi€u 10 siu sic trong Kinh Pai-sy Thi-du
(Mahavastu Avaddna) cia Thuy€t Xuit thé bd
(Lokuttaravddins: Mot trong 20 phdi Tié€u thira):

“Ngudi huéng tAim d€n su gidc ngd vi 1di ich cua tat



ca ching sanh, ddnh 1& thdp cda cdc bic thidnh, s& hién
hitu trong moi ddi khi vi 4y dang trén 10 trinh huéng dén

gidc ngd, chdnh niém, chdnh tu duy va gi6i dic”."

Thiap nay ciing bi€u hién ‘phdp thin cla Phat’
(dharmakadya) va tri gidc ngd cua Bdac Phat. Nhu ching
ta dd néi & trén cé nhitng thdp thd kinh di€n clia Pic
Phat. Hon nita, nhitng y€u t0 ki€n tric ciia ngdi thip
duoc dung lam bi€u tugng cda hoc thuyét. Loai bi€u
tugng nay cd thé khic véi truyén thong. Theo truyén
thong Phat gido Nguyén thuy (Theravada), nhitng phin
clia ngodi thdp dudc bi€u trung cho ba phin clia B4t
chanh dao (xem hinh 3.4).

; - — Nlé/t ban
Hinh 3.4 Tué
Thd;? biéu trung phdn Pinh
loai Bdt Chdnh Dao B
= = 1 Gigi

=]

Theo truyén thong Kim Cang thita (Vajraydna) cho
ring cdc phan hop thanh cda thdp lién quan t6i nim yéu
t6 (dat, nuéc, gid, lra va hu khong)."' Cdc y&u td nay
bi€u thi cho nim gial doan li€n tuc trong sy chuyén héa
ndng luc tAm linh trén 10 trinh hudng tG1 gidc ngd. Ngoai

10 . , A . . . A

The Mahavastu (Kinh Phit-ban-hanh T4p-kinh-di-ban), J. J. Jones (dich), tdp II, London, 1952, trang 329.
11

Anagarika Govinda, Stupa Symbolism, Kitabistan, Allahabad, London, 1940.



chitc ning 13 mot doi tuong d€ 1& bdi, thap con 13 mot
phuong tién cho viéc quin tudng thién dinh.

Hu khong

Gio

Lita
Hinh 3.5
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SONG TIN THANH,
SONG HIEN TAI

Trong khi x4 1di va nhitng ngdi thap 1a nhitng doi
twong quan tAm cua lich s@, tri€t hoc, vin hda va ngay
¢4 khdo 8, thi d6i v6i Phat ti¥ van dé 12 1am th€ ndo
chuyén hod nhitng doi thé nay vao ddi song tinh thin
hang ngay?

C6 moOt sd Phat tr hién dai khong thich nhitng nghi
1€ cing kién trong d6 bao gom viéc thd x4 16i. Ho ¢ ¥
ki€n ring nhitng hinh thic ndy da tao nén sy phd bién
trong quan ching Phat t&r. Thit ra, ho da chl truong mot
sy tu tAp ‘thudn tiy’ tinh thin nhu thién dinh trdnh
nhitng yé€u t0 sting bdi va tin twdng khong ¢6 1y tri. Mot
tr thd vi dugc diat cho ciac vi d6 la ‘Protestant
Buddhism’ (phdn khdng Phit gido) 1a d€ phan 4nh thdi
do ctia nhirng ngudi phuong Tay thudc dao Tin lanh doi



v6i Phat gido."” Vao thé ky XIX, nhitng ngudi phuong
Tay bit diu quan tAim dé&n Phat gido ching han nhu
Paul Carus, nha xudt bdn Hoa KV va ciing 12 mot nha
Gng ho Phat gido. Ong ta thudng dim dao clung véi Hoa
thugng Alutgama Seelakkhandha, mOt nha hoc gia Tich
lan ndi ti€ng vé Phan ngit Phit gido. C6 mdt dip, hoa
thugng Alutgama Seelakkhandha da ting Ong Paul
Carus moOt vién x4 101 cua Pdc Phat. Paul Carus da
khong nhin, vi 6ng chi coi trong nhitng gi ‘lién quan dén
lich sit théi’. Mic di 6ng danh gid cao vé nhitng 15i day
cia Pdc Phit, nhung 6ng hdi nghi ngd vé€ viéc thd x4
131, coi @6 nhu 12 mot hinh thic ‘chwa ding 1dm’ qua cu

s A A A ’ 13
no1 ‘mot sy tu tdp chua rot rdo’.

Nhitng cAu trd 10i sdng sudt dudi day cia Hoa
thugng Alutgama Seelakkhandha phdn 4nh quan diém
truyén thong Phat gido va khi€n 6ng Carus cé mot cdi
nhin tong quit rd rang vé viéc ton kinh x4 1gi hon.

“Ching ta khong quan tim dén xuong tro... cla
nhitng nguGi binh thudng. Nhung xa 19i cia Pdc Phat va
ciac vi A-la-hdn - nhitng di vat ky niém mai mii vé dic
hanh ctia cdc bac thdnh c6 gid tri d6i v6i ching ta hon

"2 Theo truyén théng, Pao Tin lanh dugc xem 1a tinh trang théai hda, vi ngudc
v4i nhitng 1€ nghi va nghi thic clia Pao Thién chda chinh thong.
13 Guruge, Living Fountains, 383.



bat cit bdo vat tran gian ndo... Nhitng x4 1¢i ndy khong
phdi d€ cho ching ta trang stic ma phai dudc tdn thd noi
thiéng liéng nhat. P&i véi ngudi Phat tir thuan thanh
khong ¢6 gi gid tri hon bing nhitng vién x4 151 that.

Chiing ta kinh trong x4 1¢i ciia Ptic Th€ Ton nhu 12
mdt bi€u hién cla long bi€t on ddi véi Pic Phat, ngudi
da chi cho ching ta con dudng gidi thodt va 1a ddu hiéu
hoi tudng didc hanh ciia biac Bat gid pham, A-la-hdn,
Ch4nh dang chdnh gidc ma cudc d5i clia ngai 13 mot
tAm guong; va cdc vi thanh dé t cua ngai trong clung
muc dich gidi thodt va ciing d€ nhic nhd ching ta vé
cudc doi mau muc thinh thién cia cdc ngai nhu 13 két
qua cua gido ly vd thugng cua Bbuc Phat. Ching ta
khong tin ring bdi vi€c tOn thd x4 1di ching ta sé& dat
dugc Niét ban, dugc an x4 khdi moi tdi 161, hodc dat
dugc cdc phudc bau 10i 16c tran gian... Nhung doi véi
chiing ta ton thd x4 16i hoic cdc thanh tich 13 d€ duy tri
st nhé tuwdng dén mdt bAc md pham ddc hanh, nhan tw,
(t6i mao mudi néi ring), cé thé loai trir moi phién nido
chuéng va khi€n ching ta noi theo guong ctia dic T
phu.”

Tom lai, hoa thugng Alutgama Seelakkhandha da

A A o N
nhan manh bon di€m quan trong nhu sau:

- D061 v6i nhitng x4 191 that1a co gid tri that sy



- Nhitng x4 Igi nhu vay nhic ching ta nhé vé Piic
Phat va khi€n ting trudng 10ng tin.

- Long tin kién c6 s& gitp vudt qua nhitng chudng
ngai.

- Nhung néu chi ¢6 viéc thd x4 1gi thi s&€ khong dua
dén Niét ban.
NHUNG VAN PE XAC THUC
Nhitng x4 101 that ciia Bdac Phat sé c6 gia tri vO van
bdi 1& x4 1¢gi cung cAp nhitng moi lién két lich st v6i con
ngudi lich st ctia Pic Bon su. Khi ching ta ¢6 suy nghi
siu sic v€ van dé nay thi ching ta s& thdy nhitng vién
x4 1¢i nay that vd cung quy gid. Mot s6 nhitng tiéu
chuin cé thé dung dé€ xdc dinh tinh x4c thuc cda nhitng
vién x4 191 nhu sau:

LICH SU: Nhitng vi tu si va vua chia thudng quan
tAm dén vai trd bdo qudn nhitng vién x4 1gi tir nhitng
ngay dau cda lich sit Phit gido. Ho c6 trach nhiém trong
viéc duy tri, phdn phdt x4 16i va tuong tuc chuyén giao
cho dén hién tai. Tinh xdc thuc dugc bdo dim mdt mach
khong bi gidn doan. Nhitng chi ti€t cia dong chuyén
giao nhitng vién x4 1¢i dudc chitng minh bing nhitng tu
liéu trong bién nién s, chang han nhu trong Ky sy Nién
dai cua Tich lan. Thapavarisa (Bién nién st cua nhitng



ngdi thip)'* da cung cap lich st clia nhiéu ngdi thip &
Tich lan, trong d6 chd y dén tu vién Mahathapa & tha do
Anuradhapura noi thd mot phan tdm x4 19i cia Pic Phat
sau khi ngai dugc hda tang. Dhatuvarmsa (Ky su nién dai
clia nhitng vién x4 10i) 3 mo td su chuyén giao xudng
tran cla Pdc Phit d€ thd trong mot ngdi thip &
Seruvila. Nhitng x4 1gi dang giit & An b6 thi khong
thudng dudc ghi chép vao st bién nién nhitng chi tiét
twOng tAn nhu vay. Tuy nhién, mdt s6 nhitng thong tin ¢
thé bi€t dudc qua nhitng ky sy hanh huong clia nhitng
nha chiém b4i Trung qudc ching han nhu Phip su Phdp-
hién va Huyén-trang. Nhitng Bién nién st v Ky su nay
da rat 1di ich trong viéc lam siang td nhitng cOng cudc
khai quat khdo c6. Ching d3 gitp nhitng nha khdo c6
hoc xac dinh dugc vi tri no1 x4 1g1 dugc ton ths. Nhirng
bia khic dudc tim thdy gin nhitng vién x4 1di & thdp co
12 nhitng bang chitng ciing gitp trong viéc xdc thuc nay.

SIEU TU NHIEN: trong y nghia thong thudng, loai tiéu
chuin nay thi khong khoa hoc, nhung lai dugc néi dén
nhu 12 phan tinh than cda truyén thdng x4 1di Phat gido.
Trong vai bién nién s, x4 16i dudc coi d€ xdc dinh tinh
xac thuyc cia nhitng sy kién si€éu nhién ky di€u. Nhitng

14 Vacissaratthera, The Chronicle of the Thiipa and the Thiipavamsa, London:
PTS, 1971.



vat tuyét diéu bao gom su tda ra 4nh hio quang sdu
mau, sy xuit hién cdc hinh ding Dtrc Phit va phit ra
nhiéu phép la ma Pic Phit da thuc hién ldic sanh tién.
Nhitng su ki€n nhu viy ting thém long tinh tin cho
nhitng Phat tu.

TINH THAN: diéu nay lién quan t6i khd ning cla
nhitng vién x4 10i d€ khoi ddy long tin thanh va sy han
hoan ngudng mod cliia ngudi ddnh 1€ hay chiém bdi x4
lgi. Mot cau chuyén ngu ngdn cia Trung-hoa c6 thé
giup trong viéc minh hoa y nghia nay nhu sau:

Cé mot ba lao ngudi Trung-qudc nhd mot nha
thuong budn, ngudi s& d&n An P9 va xin mang vé mot
cdi ring clia Pc Phat dé ton thd. Trén dudng trd vé lai
Trung-qudc, nha 14i budén méi suc nhd ring dng da quén
thuc hién 15i yéu ciu cla ba ldo. Lic d6, bat chot 6ng
thdy moOt con ché chét, dng bén ciy 14y mot cdi ring
ctia ch6 va dua cho ba 1do. Su tin thanh cda ba ldo doi
vdi céi ring (x4 19i thay th€ nay) qué 16n, khi€n cho né
bit ddu phét ra 4nh sdng. Anh sdng ruc rd van con mii
ngay cd sau nay ba dudc ti€t 10 cho bi€t vé ngudn gbc
that cia chi€c ring x4 16i nay."”

Mic du cdu chuyén dudng nhu lam giam gid tri

15 Buddhism: Its Essence and Development, Edward Conze, New York, reprint:
1951, Harper and Row, 1975, trang 81.



nhitng vién x4 10i chian that, nhung van dé & day, diéu
ma thit sy quan trong d6i v&i Phat tir 12 10ng tin ma vi
Ay da c6. Di nhién, n€u mdt ngudi tin x4 1di dudc ban
cho 1a chin that, ding vé nhitng ¥ nghia tdt, thi 1dong tin
s€ cang ting trudng.

NHG TUGNG, TON THO VA KINH TIN

Bdi lién quan véi than cia Pic Phat, nén xa 1¢i
dugc xem nhu 13 sy hién than clia chinh Pdc Phat. Piéu
nay dugc Ty kheo Mahinda thyc hién bing cdch truyén
ba Phat gido dén Tich lan sau hai th€ ky Ditc Phat nhap
diét. Sau khi 6 lai Tich-lan moét thoi gian, ty kheo
Mahinda da noi1 v6i Devanampiyatissa, vua Tich lan
ring ngdi mudn tré lai An Do nhu sau:

“Cu0i mua an ct, ty kheo Mahinda da thwa cling véi
vua Devanampiyatissa ring: ‘TAu bé ha! P3a lau roi
ching ta khong thdy Pic Thé tdn, Bic gidc ngd, & day
khong c6 gi cho ching ta thd phugng’. Vua rat 14y lam
boi rdi khi nghe di€u ndy. Vua mdi hdi ty kheo
Mahinda: ‘Nhung chang phdi nha nguoi da néi véi ta 1a
dang Thé-tdn da nhip diét roi ma?” Ty kheo Mahinda
lién trd 10i: ‘Khi dugc nhin thdy x4 101, thi ddng Di€u
ngy Thé ton cling dong thdi s& dudc thay’.”

L3i cia ty kheo Mahinda d3 cho thdy ngai xem x4
Ioi cua Buc Phit twong duong v6i chinh ban thin DPic



Phat. Mic du Bdc Phiat da nhap diét, dé t¢ vin cdm
thdy ngai tiép tuc hién hitu trong x4 15i cia ngai. Thay
xa 1gi cua Bdc Phat, Phat t gdi nhé lai tué giac si€u
viét clia Ptic Phat va di€u nay dd mang dén sy kinh
trong va long bi€t on. Ai hi€u dudc nhu vay, thi x4 10i
s€ c¢6 kha ning tao nén long tin thanh va sy tin tudng
(saddha) trong tim va y; cling trong cach nay, Puc Phat
da c6 thé tao nén long tin thanh va sy tin tudng trong
sudt lic ngai sinh tién. Nhiéu bai kinh di mo td song
dong vé nhitng 1di ich khi Phat t& dugc dién kién Pic
Phit. Sau d6, ho trd nén hoan toan an lac truSc su hién
dién cua DPc Phat va tri tué cta ngai. Ho cdm thdy nhu
la téc dung ding, sy hy lac vO bd hodc toan thin rung
chuyén. Ho trd nén qud sic xtic dong ma thot 1én 10i
rang:

“Oi Pang Thé-tdn cao thugng! Pang Thé-ton cao
thugng! Ngai di khi€n phdp dugc hién 16 trong nhiéu
cach. Ngai d3a dung 1én nhitng gi bi gdy dd, phdi bay
nhitng gi bi 4n di, chi dudng cho nhitng ngudi lac 161,
hodc dua dén trong dém t6i cho nhitng ngudi c6 mit co
thé thdy sic. Ching ta nén dén d€ quy y Pic Thé ton,
quy y Phdp va quy y Tang. Tir hom nay tr§ di xin Puc
Thé-ton, xin hdy chdp nhin ching con nhu nhitng dé t¥



tai gia, xin quy y ngai cho dén tron dgi.”"°

Nhitng cam gidc hoan hi, khat ngudng, kinh trong
cung v4i su thanh tim siu sic, ho di dén quy y va tu
tap v6i ditc Thé ton. Pi€u nay da tao nén 1ong tin thanh
(saddhd). D6 12 cau ndi gitta 1anh vuc 1y tri va tinh cdm.
V§i tim hudng vé chan 1y, vi 4y tinh tAn trén con dudng
giai thoat.

Su phdt tim manh mé nay da khdi ngay ca du than
khong dudc ti€p xic v4i Dic Phat. Trong kinh DPai bAt
Ni€t ban (Mahdparinibbana), Ptic Phiat da khuyén
ching ta nén hanh huong dén bon ndi quan trong lién
quan dé€n nhitng su kién trong ddi ngdi nhu: Pdn sanh
(LAm-ty-ni, Lumbini), Gidc ngd (Bo-dé-dao-tring,
Bodh-gaya), Chuyén Phdp luidn PAiu tién (Ldc-uyén,
Sarnath) va Nhap Niét ban (Cau-thi-na, Kushinaga).
Bon ndi nay c6 thé khi€n chiing ta ‘phdt khdi tAm bo-
dé&> (samvejaniyani) va long tran day hi lac
(passanacittd)."” Giéng nhu nhitng x4 19i, bén ndi thanh
dia nay nhic ching ta nhé dé€n Dudc Phat va cudc ddi
thanh thi€n cia ngai. Sy chiém bdai thanh tich s€ dua
dén két qua cla samvega va pasada. Sarvega 1a mdi
xtic cam manh mé khdi 1é€n khi mot ngudi dat dugc tué

'® Majhima Nikaya (Kinh Trung Bo), tap I, trang 290.
' Digha Nikaya (Kinh Trudng Bo), tap IL, trang 141.



gidc thay ban chat ngin ngdi cda van phdp. Su rung
dong hoic mdi bin khoin vé ban chat khong nhu y clia
cic phap k&t hop vdi sy thic ddy y huéng tim cau gidi
thodt di bi€u thi dic di€m cla sarvega. Pasdda cé
nghia la thai binh va hy lac. Pay la mot trang thai thanh
thdn va khong c6 phién ndo két hgp vdi long phan chan
thanh tinh. Su két hdp cla Sarvega va pasdda tao nén
mot trang thdi ciia sy hoa hgp giita gidc ngd chan ly va
niém an lac v bién, 12 mot cau ndi cta ly va tri. Pi€u
nay da gidi thich th€ ndo 1a sy hién dién cia DPic Phat
van con ngay cd ngai da nhap diét roi sau nhiéu th€ ky.
Co6 1€ day la y nghia ma ty kheo Mahinda da tra 16i
ring Pic Phat dugc nhin thdy qua x4 1gi ciia ngai. Bing
c4ch thdy Pdc Phat nhu vay, ching ta sé huéng d€n con
dudng tu tdp do ngai chi day. Bing cach d€n véi x4 1di
cia Ddc Phat nhu vay, ching ta sé ti€p cin dudc véi
phap.
THO PHUQGNG

Phit tf thudng dién td 10ng tin thanh ctia ho ddi véi
Dic Phat ngang qua nhirng hinh thic nghi 1€. Viéc nay
bao gdm viéc thd phuong x4 Igi cia Pic Phit. Vua
Milinda nu6c Hy lap da dwa ra mot song dé rat thd vi.
Ngai dua ra van dé cing dudng Pic Phat s& khong c6
k&t qua dua trén hai nén tdng:



- Néu Dbuc Phat da nhdp diét (parinibbana), ngai
khong thé ndo nhan phAm vat cing dudng.

- Hoic néu DPitc Phat hién dién d€ nhan ph§m vat
cing dudng, di€u ndy c6é nghia 12 ngai di khong
nhap ni€t ban. Trong trudng hgp nay, ngai da khong
thuc sy xing dang dugc ton trong, bdi vi ngai da
khong giac ngo.

Roi ty kheo Na-tién (Ndgasena) da trd 131 vé nhitng
hanh dong ciing dudng va ton kinh s€ mang lai k&t qua
va di€u nay s& khong lién quan dén bat ky su can thiép
nao ctia thAn phan Pic Phat nhu sau:

“Tau bé ha! Buc Phat da dat dugc ni€t-ban t6i hau
va ngai khong nhan dudc sy ton kinh. Nhung n€u chu
thién va loai ngudi sau khi xay thap ths xa 1gi ciia Buc
Phat (ngudi da khong nhan), 1di tu tdp chon chdnh ding
vGi thién dinh va kién tri cia Nhu lai, ho sé& dat dudc ba

tri” 18

'* Milindapanha (Kinh Na-tién Ty-kheo Van ddp), tip I, trang 134, 1. B. Horner
dich, King Milinda’s Questions, London: PTS, 1963.

Dich gia trich din thém trong muc 90 ctia Kinh Na-tién Ty kheo day nhu sau:
Vua Mi-lan-da héi: Khi Ditc Thé-ton con tai th&, cdc Phat t cung kinh, 1& bdi
cing dudng ngai ciing phdi 1&. Nay ngai da nhap diét rdi, cdc ngudi dau c6 1&
bai cling dudng bao nhiéu ching nita thi Pitc Thé-ton cling diu c6 hoan hi?

Ty kheo Na-tién trd 15i nhu sau: Nhitng cin sy nam, nit déu cung kinh 1& b4i
cing dudng x4 1di, cdy bd-dé, kim than Phat... mic du bi€t ring Pitc Phat da
nhip diét, ngai khong con thod thich hoan hi gi trong nhitng 1& pham 4y... Vi



X4 1¢i ¢6 chitc ning nhu mo6t sy ung ho khach quan
bing cich khi€n cho sanh khédi cdc trang thai tim tich
cuc. Chinh trang thai tam nay s€ dat dugc 101 ich. Nhirng
nghi thic thd cing 12 mdt cong cu, mdt phuong tién dé
tr d6 ma phat sanh ra tv tudng, tinh cdm. Nhitng nghi 1&
nay khong chAm dit & mdi budi 1&. Su 1di ich cla viéc
thuc hanh nghi 1€ s& dwa dén sy thanh tinh (sila-
bbataparamdsa), loai bd cdc phi€én nido (samyojana)
chuéng ngai trén ti€n trinh tu tdp. Nén chi cé thanh tin
ciing chua di. P€ minh hoa diéu nay, ching ta hay di
dén rirng Song tho & Cau-thi-na, noi Pdc Phat nhip niét
ban:

“Lic d6, Puc Thé-ton néi ring: ‘Nay A nan, hiy trdi
cho ta mot chd nim gitta hai cAy song tho véi dau huéng
vé phia bic. Ta di mét Iim rdi vd mudn nim nghi’. A
nan thua: ‘Vang! Thua Th€ ton!” va di soan chd nim
cho Th& ton. Rdi Thé-tdn nim hudng vé phia bén phdi
theo ding nim cda con su ti, chin trdi gdt trén chan

tdm hoan hi 13 tAm tho 14u, né chinh 13 ciu u&€ ddi véi cdc vi tu tap thién qudn,
hudng chi doi v6i Pirc Phat 1a bac & ngoai ba cdi...

Khi nhan sy 1€ bdi cling dudng ctia Phat tlr, Pic Thé-ton tri tAim gidi thodt chd
khong phdi tAm hoan hi. Nhung Phat tit nhd cung kinh 1€ bai x4 1¢i ma ho tudng
nhé dén Pic Thé-ton, twdng nhé d€n nhitng phap 16n, phdp nhd ma Pic Thé-
ton di tirng day bdo d€ tu tip. Néu nhu sy tu tAp 4y dugc kién tri vdi nhi€p taim,
v4i tinh can thi ho c6 thé dugc sanh 1am ngudi, 1am trdi, cao hon nita 13 ching
ddc bon dao qud va Niét ban.



phai v4i tAm an tinh va chanh niém.

Khi 4y, cdc loai hoa sala rdi rung rii day khip trén
than ngai. Trén hu khong lic d6 ciing ¢ cdc di€ém la
xuat hién; nhitng huong thom ngdo ngat xong khip khu
rung va cac loai hoa chi€én dan, hoa Man-da-la to noi
khong trung rdi xudng rdi day nhitng mau sic 1ong 1ay
phu kin ca mot khu rirng, nhac tr§i ddu day ciing reo
vang trdi diy nhu cing dudng DPic Thé-tdon lan sau
cung. That1a diéu la hi hitu chua tirng cé.

Nhéin dip nay Bic Phat day cho chu tdng nhu sau:
‘Nay cdc ty kheo, cdc cdy sala ty nhién tré hoa tréi,
nhitng hoa ndy rdi rung, gieo ric rdi vai trén thin Nhu
Lai dé cing dudng. Rbi cdc hoa trdi Man-da-la, hoa
chién-dan, cdc loai huong tram, huong bot gieo ric rdi
trén thin Nhu-Lai dé cing dudng. Cdc loai nhac trdi
ciing réo ric trén hu khong vang 1én dé€ cing dudng va
dau vdy nay cdc ty kheo, khong phdi nhu vay 1a ton
kinh, sing bdi va 1am vé& vang Nhu Lai dau. Bat ludn vi
ty kheo, ty kheo ni nao hay cac thi€én nam, thi€n nif nao
thyc hanh dung theo 161 day, dung theo giG1 phap va
trang nghiém doi song cia chinh minh theo con dudng
chon chanh, thi d6 chinh la nguGi ton kinh, sung bai va
lam vé vang Nhu lai mot cdch cao thugng nhit. Vay nén
nay A nan “Cdc ngudi, hay ging cong tu tip, y theo gidi



phap va song ddi pham hanh. Pay 1a kim chi nam cho

cac ngudi”."”

PE€ kinh trong va 1am vé vang Pic Nhu lai trong mot
cach ding nghia nhat 1a phdi ging cOng tu tip va song
doi pham hanh, vién man (dhamma-nudhamma-
patipanno). ‘Phdp vién man’ 1a sy tu tip vé gibi, dinh va
tué. Su tu tAp phdp phai cAn xtng va hgp nhat. Thi du,
long tin (saddha) nén can xing v4i tri tué€ (pariiia). Qua
nghiéng v€ 10ng tin thi sé thi€u tri tué va dan dén su
chdp thd. Chinh ty kheo Vakkali, ngudi qud tin mu
quiang va chap tha vao sic thin cua Dic Phat. Pic Phat
da khuyén ty kheo nhu sau:

“Vakkali, ngudi thdy phap l1a thdy Ta; ngudi thay Ta
1a tha'y phdp”.

(Yo kho Vakkali dhammarh passati so marh passati,
yo marh passati so dhammari passati).”

Sdc thian hitu hinh hay x4 1¢i cia Pic Phat gitip ching
ta phat tri€én 1ong tin, khdi dau va duy tri sy tiép xtc vdi
phdp. Chinh ngang qua sy tu tip va gidc ngd phap ma
Dbuc Phat thdy nhu that cdc phép.

" Digha Nikaya (Trudng Bo kinh), tap II, trang 137.
% Samyutta Nikaya (Tuong Ung bo kinh), tap IIL, trang 120.
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5
CAU CHUYEN VE
HAI THANH PHO

1. TAXILA

Taxila (Pali: Takkasila, Phan ngit: Taksasila) 1a thu
dd c6 cta phia dong Gandhara, hién nay thudc phia tiy
Punjab, gin Pakistan. Taxila 13 mot trung tAm noi ti€ng
vé thuong mai vd hoc van vao trudc thdi Pic Phat.
Nhirng gia dinh quy toc giau cé thudng gdi con trai cua
ho dén Taxila d€ hoc ti€p nhitng chuong trinh cao hon.
Nhitng bd s§ giai Pali di d€ cip nhiéu nhan vat trong
thdi Bac Phat da dudc gido duc & Taxila chang han nhu
Jivaka Komarabhacca (vi thay thudc noi ti€ng da ting
chim s6c Pdc Phat), Pasenadi (vua cia x¢ Kosala) va
chang Vo6-niao (tuéng cudp Angulimala, nguGi di trd
thinh mot trong nhitng dé t& ndi ti€ng clia Pic Phat).
Nhitng thong tin vé hé thong gido duc dang thinh hanh
nhu cdc mon hoc, tiéu chuin nhap hoc, hoc phi, thdi



khéa biéu, thi ¢ vv... ciing dugc ghi nhan.”

Gandhara, bién gidi phia dong-bic An b6, dugc méG
rong t6i cdc nudc k€ cin do cic cudc xdm ling cla
phuong tdy. Dan toc Ba tu (nay goi 1a Iran) dudi d&€ ché
Achamenid da chi€m ving dit nay vao thé ky thit VI
trude tay lich. Vao th€ ky IV trudc tay lich, dan toc Hy
lap din dau 1a Alexander di xam ling Gandhara. Vua
Taxila dd dau hang ma khong chdng trd lai. Vi vay, sau
dé vai tram niam Taxila bi anh hudng vdn héa ngudi Hy
lap. That ra, Taxila 1a dich tir ti€ng Hy lap tén cua thanh
phd dugc tim thdy trong cic kinh c6 di€n ctia Hy lap.
Sau d6, hau hét nhitng ngudi Hy lap tir Bactria da dén
dinh cu tai Gandhara, mot dit nuéc dudc bi€t lic bay
gi0 toa lac gitra Afghanistan va Nga (Russia). Vua cai tri
nguCi Hy lap - Bactrian tai x&* Gandhara 1a Menander
(Pali: Milinda), ngudi ma sau nay tré thanh mdt vi Phat
t¢r thuan thanh. Cudc binh luin giita vua va ty kheo Na
tién vé su tu tAp va phdp thoai clia Pttc Phat dudc ghi
nhan trong mot ban kinh Pali noi ti€ng ‘Mi lan da Van
kinh® (The Questions of Milinda, Milindapanha). Qua
ngudi Hy lap, nhitng ¥ tudng phuong tiy vé thudc men,
thudt chiém tinh, kich nhac va nghé thuit da bat dau du

21 Dictionary of Pali Proper Names, Malalase G.P., I, 1937, New Delhi: Oriental,
reprint: 1983.



nhap vio An Do. Khodng th€ ky thtt 1T truée tay lich,
mdt chudi phiic tap clia sy thay doi nén chinh tri va diéu
kién khi hau da dua d€n mot phong trao mdi clia nhitng
nhém dan tdc khic nhau & Trung A. Piéu nay di dua
dan tdc Parthian, r6i Scyth (Phan ngit: Saka) dén xam
chi€m Gandhara.*

PHAT GIAO O TAXILA

Taxila 1a con dudng giao thong cho nhirng ngudi thuong
mai va xam lang. Pdy la ndi gdp gb gitta cac dan tdc va
cdc nén viin héa clia An b0, Phuong tdy, Trung 4, Chau
au va ngay cd Trung hoa. Pi€u nay ciing ¢6 nghia 1a
chinh noi then chdt nay ma Phat gido dudgc du nhip téi
nhitng dan toc khong phai gdc An nay. Hoang d€ A Duc
(269-232 trudce tay lich) da g6i nhitng st gia Phat gido
d&n Gandhara. Vua ciing cho x4y nhi€u thdp va dén ky
ni€ém tai day. Do do, Phit gido co th€ thu hat dude moi
ngudi bat ké mau da hay chiing toc ndo. Va vao thé ky
thtt I tru6c tay lich, Phat gido phdt trién tdt dep & Taxila
va da hung thinh & Taxila it nhat 12 500 nim. Taxila c6
mot trung tim Phat hoc ¢6 uy tin va cling da san sinh
dugc nhiéu nha Phat hoc lirng danh. Piéu quan trong,

2 The Wonder that was India, Basham A. L., 3" ed. Sidgwick & Jackson,
London, 1967, tr. 58-60.



Taxila 12 nén tdng dé tir @6 Phat gido dugc du nhip sang
cac nuGc Trung 4 va Trung hoa.

Vai trudng phdi Phit gido di ton tai & Taxila. Phdi
Nhat-thi€t-hitu-bd (Sarvdstivada) dudng nhu 13 trudng
phdi Phit gido noi tleng § day, ngoai ra con cé nhirng
trudng phai khac nhu Am- -quang bd (Kasyapiya — mot
chi nhdanh cua Sarvastivada), VO lugng bd (Sautrantika)
va ca Pai ching bd (Mahdsanghika). Taxila c6 thé noéi
12 mot ndi déng vai trd quan trong cho su phat tri€n dai
thua.

Vao thé ky thit V trudce tay lich, Taxila da trdi qua mot
cudc suy sup do bon r¢ Hung nd can quét. Nguoi Hung
Ging hd dao thd than Siva § An D0, nhung lai tan sat
Phat gido. Ngai Phdp-hién vao thé ky thd V trudc tay
lich @3 ghi nhan ring Gandhara van con vai ngdi Phat
vién 16n. Nhung khi ngdi Huyén-trang dén thim ving
nay vao thé ky tht VII da thidy hon cd ngan tu vién bi
dd nat va hau hét cdc ngdi thap bi dap phd. Mic di ngai
Huyén trang ciing thy ring ngudi din Taxila hau hét 1a
Phit gido, nhung rat it tu s va né€u c6 thi nhitng vi tu si
nay déu thudc phdi dai thira Phat gido.

TIM THAY XA LGOI 6 TAXILA



Nhitng tan tich & Taxila cho thdy cé ba thanh phd d6
nat: Bhir Mound, Sirkap va Sirsukh. Trong va xung
quanh thanh 12 v6 s6 nhitng dén thap x4y dai theo thung
ling. Nhirtng cOng trinh nay la nhitng tu vi€n va nhitng
ngo1 thap. Cudc dao x61 quy md dudc thuc hi€n vao
nim 1913 va 1934 cho thidy c¢6 hon 30 nén chiia. Hau
hét nhitng nén nay dudc xay khodng thé ky I trudc tay
lich d€n th€ ky VII tay lich. Tu vién Dharmarajika toa
lac trén mot cao nguyén cao 1.6km tir Bhir Mound dén
Sirkap va trong tinh trang hu sup nhiéu nhat. Nha khdo
c6 Anh, John Marshall @3 thuc hién cudc dio x8i tif nim
1913 dén 1914. Khu nay gdom c¢6 ngdi thip 16n
Dharmarajika v6i nhiéu thdp nhé xung quanh. Ngoi thap
Dharmarajika 12 mot trung tdm Phit gido quan trong
nhat & Taxila va 12 mot trong nhitng cOng trinh c6 sém
nhit, c6 thé vao khodng thdi vua A Duc. Tén
Dharmarajika cling da gdi y ring vua A Duc da két hop
vdi cong trinh clia thdp gbc nay. Ngoi thap nay da trai
qua nhi€u lan sita chita va trung tu cho t§i ngay cudi
cung Phit gido con hién dién & Taxila. Ngudi dan dia
phuong con biét thdp Dharmarajika vSi cdi tén Chir
Tope (Pudng nat) vi c6 mot dudng ké hd trén tudng tu
vién do trong qud trinh xay ¢4 s6 xuat. Mic du da bi hu
sup, nhung thdp van 12 mdt cong trinh hién ngang sirng
sitng v4i chi€u cao 14 mét va dudng kinh 35 mét (trir



sin hién va cau thang). San hién x4y cao xung quanh
cai bé dudc dung nhu 1a con dudng di vong quanh. C6
bon cau thang dua dé€n sin hién & bon phia dong, tay,
nam va bic. Trong thap diy nhitng gach dd nat va c6 16
nén d3 nhitng bic tudng nodi 1én & trung tAm thdp. Bt
hanh thay! Khong c6 x4 1di nao dudc tim thdy bén trong
thap ndy. C4i vOm cia tu vién c6 modt dudng ké nit dén
trén dinh. Pudng ndt nay da cé lau trudc khi cong cudc
dao x461 thuc hi€n. Va nhitng gi quy bau hay xa 1gi dugc
thd noi diy déu da bi nhitng ngudi thg sin tim kho bdu
18y di roi.

Hinh 5.1 So dé khu thdp Dharmardjika



Thdp Dharmardjika

Trén nén cla thap Dharmardjika ciing ¢6 nhi€u nhitng
thip nhd va mi€u thd. Phia ddng bic clia thap
Dharmarajika 12 mot ki€n tric c6 hinh thudn ma
Marshall cho ring diy 1a ndi thd mot vi Bd T4t.> Gin
bitc tudng phia sau cia dén thd ndy sdu khodng 30 cm
phia du6i nén gdc, Marshall da tim thdy mot cdi hop
giong nhu 1o hoa bing d4 phi€n mi-ca nau c6 chita mot
lo hoa bing bac. Lo hoa bac nay c6 chita mdt cudn bac
va mdt hop vang nhd c¢6 dung nhitng miu xuong.”* Chit
khic trén cudn bac, chit Kharoshthi ghi nim 136 cua
Azes (78 sau tay lich), néi ring nhitng x4 1¢i nay 12 x4
Igi cia Bdc Phat do mot Phat ti, ngudi Bactrian thg
cing. Nhitng x4 16i ctia Piéc Phat ndy dudc ém kin gan

> Chapel G5 in Marshall’s catalogue.
** John Marshall, Taxila: an illustated account of Archaeological Excavations,
Cambridge University Press, 1951, trang 256-7.



hai thién nién ky trong mdt ngdi thap da bi quén lang,
dugc coi nhuw mot trong nhitng vat ¢6 y nghia nhat dugc
tim thi'y & Taxila.

Hinh 5.2. Bdng copy ciia bdn khdc (chit Kharoshthi) trén
cudn bac duoc tim thdy & thdp tho Bo Tdt vdi ndi dung
nhy sau:



Hinh 5.3.: Ban ti€ng La ma va bdn dich ti€ng Anh cia
cudn bac.”

“Vao nam 136 clia Azes, ngay 15 ctia thdng Ashadha,
xa 1di cua Puc Phat dugc Urasaka, con chdu ctua dong
Intavharia, ngudi Bactrian, mdt cu dan tai tinh Noacha
ton ths G day.

* John Marshall, Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, October 1914, trang 937-
86.



Nho Urasaka, nhitng xa 1¢i cia Pic Phat dugc ton thd
ndi thap Dharmarajika & TakS$asila dé€ cAu siic khde cho
Kushan, vi dai hoang d€, vua cta tiat cd vua, thién t;
cau nguyén chu Phat, Bich chi Phat, cac A-la-han, cac
ching hitu tinh, cha me, ban be, nhitng vi ¢c6 van, than
nhan, quyén thudc, xin gia hd sitc khde cho vua.

Cau nguyén codng dic nay cho tit cd dudc d€n Niét
ban.”




Hinh 5.5 Tan tich Pai thap Nagarjunakonda
2. NAGARJUNAKONDA

Nagarjunakonda toa lac tai Palnad Taluk thudc Guntur,
ti€u bang Andhra Pradesh phia Nam An. bay la mot
thung liing cdch vung nay 23 km vudng va bao quanh ba
phia 12 mot diy doi bit ngudn tir ring Nallamalai. Song
Krishna chdy phia ty bic.

Nagarjunakonda nghia 12 ngon d6i (konda) cia ngai
Long tho (Nagarjuna). Truyén thong Tay tang da két
hgp tén noi day vG6i bac dai su trid danh Long tho, nguGi
da song vao khodng th€ ky tha II ty lich. Nha st hoc
Taranatha da ghi nhan ring ngai Long tho da trdi qua
nhitng ngay cudi ciing cia ddi minh & Uri Parvata, ndi
vua Satavahana da xay mot ng6i thap va mot tu vién 16n
tai d6 d€ cdng dudng ngdi. Ngai Thdnh-dé-ba
(Aryadeva), ngudi Tich lan tir Url Parvata dé€n hoc véi
ngai Long tho va trG thanh mdt trong nhitng dé t& gidi
cua ngai. Sau khi ngai Long tho nhap diét, ngai Thanh-
dé-ba da ti€p tuc su nghiép cia thay minh, bién soan
nhiéu bai s gidi d€ gidp cho viéc hinh thanh nén ting
phédi Trung luin. Uri Parvata dugc bi€t nhu 1a mdt cao
nguyén gan thd d6 cd Satavahana, Vijayapuri. Cao



nguyén sau nay tr§ thanh Nagarjunakonda (ngon ddi clia
ngai Long tho). Tuy nhién, cdc nha khdo c6 vin chua
chitng minh dugc ndi ndy két hgp véi ngai Long tho.

Sau vua Satavahana 13 nhitng vi vua IkSvaku thudc thé
ky thit III. Sudt trong thdi doan nay, Phat gido rat hung
thinh & Nagarjunakonda. Nagarjunakonda di phét tri€n
thanh mot trung tAm Phat gido 16n nhat & phia nam An
Po. Noi day c6 it nhat ba mudi tu vién véi bon truyén
thong Phat gido:

Aparamahavinaseliya (mdt chi nhdanh sau nay cia Pai
ching bo)

MahiSasaka

Bahusrutiya (mdt chi nhanh khac cua Pai ching bd)
Theravada (Nguyén thuy Phit gido)

Nhitng vi ting tir Gandhara, Bengal, Bic An cling nhu tu
ciac nudc ngoai nhu Tich lan, Trung hoa... cling dén day
tham hoc. Aparamaha-vinaseliya dudng nhu la by phai
truyén thong chinh & Nagarjunakonda. C6 nhitng vi ting
thudc nhitng trudng phdi Phit gido khic ciing phat trién
trong chinh tu vién ctia ho. Sau nhitng vi vua IkSvaku,
nhitng vi vua cla triéu dai Pallava ciing di dén day
nhung khong ung hd Phat gido. Cac tu vién tr tr suy
gidm va bi hoang ph€. Phl sa va rirng rAm tir tif bao phu
14y khu Nagarjunakonda.



SU KHAM PHA LAI

Nim 920, mot thay gido cla trudng Andhra véi sy gitp
dd cua dan lang dia phuong da tim thdy mot bia khic
an trong rirng rAim & Nagarjunakonda. Piéu nay din dén
sy tim thdy vai md gach cao. Sau d6 ¢6 cudc khai quat
da cho thay ring noi diy c6 rat nhi€u cdc cong trinh va
mau diéu khic Phat gido. A.H. Longhurst, vi quin Iy vé
Khio ¢6 hoc & An D6 di didu khién cudc khai quit &
day tr nim 1927 d&n 1931.%° Nam 1938, T. N.
Ramachandran da thuc hién cudc dao xd1 lai.27

Hau hét nhitng cong trinh ki€n tric § day dudc xay
dung vao khodng th€ ky III-IV sudt trong tri€u dai
Ikshvaku. Hon 30 tu vién dudc tim thdy & day.

XA LOI TAI NAGARJUNAKONDA

Tu vién Mahacetiya 12 ki€n trdc 16n nhit & ddy va
dudng nhuv 12 tu vién trung tAim quan trong nhat &
Nagarjunakonda nay. Tu vién nay tu tip theo truyén
thong Aparamahavinaseliya. Tu vién gom co:

% Memoirs of the Archaeological Survey of India, Vol. 54.
*” Memoirs of the Archaeological Survey of India, Vol. 71.



Mot ngdi thap 16n (Mahacetiya)

Mot giang dudng v6i mot ngoi thap dd (cetiya-ghara)

Tu vién c6 3 chdi chung quanh mdt hd1 truGng
(mandapa) vdi1 36 cot da.

Ng6i thdp 16n 1a ki€n tric thiéng liéng vd cd nhit &
Nagarjunakonda. Bia khic ghi nién dai cia ngbi thap
khodng 246 tiy lich, nhung cdc nha kh3o cd cho ring
day la ngay ngoi thap dudc trung tu lai, chg thit ra ngoi
thip nguyén thuy cé thé ¢4 hon. Cong trinh nay do
Chartisiri, chi cia vi vua dau tién Charatamila cla
tri¢u dai Ik§vaku vA me vg vua thi hai Virapurushadatta
cua triéu dai Ik§vaku x4y duyng cling dudng.

Ng6i thdp hin 12 mot ki€n tric d6 s6 nhat thanh phd
nay. Pudng kinh 28 mét, nhung chiéu cao nguyén thiy
khong biét vi phan trén cla thdp da bi hu sup rdi. Ngoi
thap nay dudc xay bing gach. Bén trong khong nhitng
dugc 16t bing gach chic ma con ¢6 modt hé thong nhitng
bic tudng sip x&p theo hinh bdnh xe, véi mot cdi vanh
banh xe va tay quay vdi mot truc quay & gitra (xem hinh
5.6). B&i vi kich thude 16n lao clia né, nhitng phan dd
thém vao nhitng vanh dong tAim chung quanh 13i trung
tam. Ki€u nhitng bic tudng tda tron va ddng tAim duoc
tao nén 3 vong phong phia bén trong ciia ngdi thap (8
phong bén trong cung, 16 phong trong vong chinh gitra



va 16 phong & vong ngoai cling). BEé miit ngodi cung
ciia ngo6i thap c6 mot 16p tran vira mau vang chanh.

Hinh 5.6 Lap lang cua dai thap

Khi A.H. Longhurst khai quat ng61 thap nay nam 1929.
Ong ta di thyc hanh moét cudc khdm phd cé y nghia &
mot phong ngoai cuing ciia diy phong phia dong bic.
Ong di tim thdy mot hop dung x4 1gi dit trong mot hdp
vang vdi vai hoa bing vang, ngoc va nhitng ngoc mau
hong lyu va pha 1& dudc giit bén trong mot trap nhd bac.
Trap nay cung v46i ba hdt pha 1€ 16n va mot hoa tai dudc
dit trong lo hoa bing dat. Bia khic noi dy da ghi ring
day 1a ‘Ngoi thdp 16n cia ddc Thé tdn’. Vi vay, cdc nha
khdo co suy ra ring xd 10i dung trong day 1a cla Pic
Phat.

Sudt trong thap nién 1950, Andhra Pradesh da trdi qua
mot cudc han hdn va nhi€u ngudi phdi chét. Pi€u nay



khién chinh pha phdi 1én k€& hoach 14p kénh din thiy
bao gom viéc xay mot cdi dip Nagarjunasagar ngang
qua song Krishna. Nhitng cudc khai quat quy mé dugc
thuc hién sudt 7 nim lién tir 1954 dé€ tin dung tim 1y
nhitng d6 cd con & Nagarjunakonda. V4i cong trinh xay
dap Nagarjunasagar, toan by thung liing bi ngap lut va
nhan chim khu khai quat Nagarjunakonda. Nhitng di vat
dd c6 tim thdy & nhitng khu tu vién 16n hon dudc trién
1am & bdo tang vién dudc x4y trén mdt ngon ddi (ngay
xua 12 Vijayapuri) trén cdi dap. Nhi€u cong trinh kién
tric bao gdbm Mahacetiya that sy d3 bi doi di tir thung
liing va chuyén d€n ngon doi. Trudc khi 1am nhitng diéu
nay, x4 16i cda Pdc Phat di dudc chuyén dén tu vién
Milagandhakuti, Sarnath G phia bic An @& ton thd.

SU GOI NHO LAI

C6 mdt 1an trong khi cdc nha khdo c6 chuyén toan bd
dong gach vun do ndt cia nhitng ngdi thap c6 nay da
kham pha ra nhitng x4 1gi cia Pic Phat va anh siang
phéap thoai ctia Pitc Thé Ton dudc sdng lai trong thé
gidi nay. Cudi thé k§ XIX, Phat gido bit ddu dugc ddnh
thitc tr gidc ngu ling quén dai ding ding. Nhitng viing
dat Phat gido bi thuc din Anh thong tri da khdm pha lai



di sdn tinh than gidu c6é ciia ho sau nhiéu nim bi dan 4p.
Nho vay, Phat gido cling bit dau lan truyén dé€n thé gidi
Phuong tdy ndi ma Phat gido trd thanh mdt mén hoc
nghién cttu nghiém tic cho nhi€u ngudi. Nhung chinh &
mién dit sdn sinh ra Phat gido - An D0 - noi ma sy phuc
hung cta Phit gido di bidt dau chuyén sang mdt budc
ngodt mdi. Mot ngudi Tich lan d3 mang lai sy chdn hung
Phit gido trong thdi hi€én dai nay dé la Hoa thugng
Anagarika Dharmapala.

i | Hinh 5.8 Duc bat-lai-lat-ma dang
Hinh 5.7 X3 Igi tai Nagarjunakonda chiém ngudng xa 1gi

A R e



6
HOI SINH

Ngai Anagarika Dharmapala (1864-1933) sanh trong
dong doi quy toc & Tich lan. Lic d6, Tich lan trai qua
hai th€ ky bi ngudi Bo-ddo-nha, Ha-lan vd Anh qudc
thong tri. Phat gido bi chdnh quyén va nhitng nha truyén
gido nudc ngoai dan 4p ha khic dén ndi nd chi tdn tai
trén danh t¢* ma thoi. Ngai Anagarika Dharmapala khi
con nhd da dudc gido duc tai cidc trudng Thién chia,
nhung khi 16n 1én lai thAm nhuan tinh thin Phat gido.
Lic hai mudi tudi, Anagarika Dharmapala d3 tir bd trién
vong ctiia sy nghiép phuc vu tai nuéc nha ma dem hét
thdi gian phung su cho Phit gido. Su sung tic vé vAt
chit da khong cdn trd chi nguyén trd thanh bic tu si
‘khong nha’ cla ngai. Su nghiép trong ddi ngai 1a thip
lai ngon dén chanh phdp ‘vi 1di ich va an lac cho sO
dong’.

Ngai bit dau cong viéc ngay tai qué huong clia ngai 1a
Tich lan. Tt lang ndy dén lang no bing chi€c xe bo,
ngai da gdp va néi chuyén v4i nhiéu ndng dan ciing nhu
tri thifc — di tao ngudn cdm hdng, tu tin va hy vong va



da 1am song lai sy nhan thic vé gia sdn tAm linh cda ho.
Ngai dd nhan ra ring nhu ciau vat chit cin ban phai
dudc quan tim trudc khi theo dudi cdc 1y twdng tAm linh
cao hon. Thé nén, ngdi bit dau thanh lip cic du 4n
phic 161 x4 hoi nhu 12 trudng hoc, cdc trung tAim huin
nghé, cdc ¢d6 nhi vién, binh vién mién phi vd mot vién
dao tao cac cong tic xa hdi cho nit cu si. Cong viéc clua
ngai da khi€n ngai di khip thé gidi. Sudt ciac cudc thim
viéng tai Mién-dién, Thdi-lan, Nhat-bian, Dai-han,
Trung-hoa, ngai da cd ging dwa ra mot 161 s6ng mdi
ding chdnh phdp va xic ti€n mdi lién lac va hi€u biét
1an nhau hon trong gidi Phat t& khip cdc mién dat khac
nhau. Tai Chau 4u va Chidu m§ ngai da gieo hat gidong
chidnh phdp trong tAim cla nhitng ngudi mdi bi€t dén
Phit gido hodc nhitng ngudi di tirng gy ton hai dén
muc ti€u cua Phit gido. Nam 1893, ngai dai dién cho
gidi Phat gido tham sy HOi nghi ton gido thé gidi tai
Chicago, ndi ma ngai da trG thanh mot trong nhiing
ngudi dién thuyét nodi ti€ng nhat. Ngai Anagarika
Dharmapala khong nhitng gdy an tugng cho ngudi khic
bing tai hiing bién va sy hi€u biét thau d4do chdnh phip
ma quan trong hon, ngai di truyén va gay cdm hdng cho
nhitng ngudi khic bang cudc doi va dic hanh guong
mau cla ngdi qua sy kién song ding chdnh phdp ca
trong ngdn tif 1an y nghia.
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HOI PAI-BO-PE

Chinh tai qué huong cua Puc Phat, cong hanh cua ngai
Anagarika Dharmapala da co6 tic dong 16n lao. Vao thoi
diém d6, trir mot s6 nhd cic toc ngudi thi€u sd & phia
dong bic, Phit gido di trd nén gin nhu suy tan & An
P6. Nam 1885, ngai Edwin Arnold, tic gia ctia tip tho
‘The Light of Asia’ (Anh sdng A Chau), da vi€t mot loat
bai bao trong tap chi ‘The Telegraph’ (Pi€én bdo) &
Luan don. Ngai da dua ra sy chd y vé tinh trang hoang
tan cla cdc dén va thip & Bo-dé-dao-trang (ndi Pic
Phat thanh dao). Khi ngai Anagarika Dharmapala doc
nhitng bai bao dé, ngai da vo cung xic dong. Ngai cam
nhin tinh cdnh tang thudng nay bing chinh ddi mit cua
minh khi 1an dau tién dén thim viéng Bo-dé-dao-trang
nim 1891. Thip Pai-gidc cia B6-dé-dao-trang va bao
boc chung quanh 1 nhitng ngdi dén ctia dao Hindu. Noi
nay da b1 hu hai nghi€ém trong. Puc Phit dugc xem la
mdt vi thin clia dao Hindu va Phat t& khong thé 1€ lay
mot cidch tu do & ddy. Ngai Anagarika Dharmapala da
kién quyét khdi phuc lai ngdi dai thdp nay va da dé
nghi cic ting si Phat gido dudc quan ly ngdi dai thap
nay. T d6, Hoi Pai-bd-dé dudc thanh 14p dé chan hung



Bo-dé-dao-trang. Cdc muc tiéu dau tién cia Hoi 1a
thanh 12p cdc tu vién va cac hoc vién Phat gido va duy
tri mot ban tri sy gdm cdc vi ting Phat gido tai Bo-dé-
dao-trang. Ngoai ra, con 4n hanh mot tAp san Phat gido
bing ti€ng Anh va ti€ng Hindi.

Ngai Anagarika Dharmapala da tip hgp gidi Phat tr
khidp th& gidi d€ tng hd Phat gido. Nhitng cudc tranh
dau chinh thitc thudng xdy ra giita ngai véi nhém doi
lap 1a dao Hindu. Ngai tin rdng ngdi dai thap s& dugc
tra lai cho Phat gido qua cdc bién phap chianh dang.
Nhung phia doi 14p muon ti€p tuc s& hitu ngdi dai thdp
ndy nhu 12 mot noi thd phuong cua dao Hindu. Cudi
cing di€u nay da din dén mot cudc hanh hung céc ting
si Phat gido tai Bo-dé-dao-trang vao nim 1893. Tuy
nhién, ngdi Anagarika Dharmapala van ti€p tuc dau
tranh can dim mic du cé bi de doa dén su an toan cia
ban than ngai. Sau 20 nim ty nd luc, cudi cung ngai
dugc phép xay dung mdt nha nghi cho khach chiém bai
Phit gidao. Mdc du, ngai chua titng mo uGc khoi phuc
ngdi thdp Pai-gidc, nhung su gdng stc clia ngai mot chd
khic & An D6 va nudc ngoai déu gip duge thanh cong
16n. Nhiéu chi nhdnh clia Hoi Pai-bo-dé da lan khip
trong nhi€u trung tim cda An bo, cling nhu Tich lan,
Anh, Ptc va Bic m§. Cdc 4n bdn cia Hoi nhu tap chi
Maha Bodhi (Pai-bd-dé) noi ti€ng da dugc luu hanh



rong rdi. Vao thdng 5, nim 1896 1€ Phat din (Vesak)
dugc ct hanh trong thé 1an diu tién tai Calcutta, An Do.

TU VIEN MULAGANDHAKUTI

Vudn Nai — Chu thi€n doa xur (Sarnath — Isitapatana) la
ndi Pitc Phat dau tién chuyén banh xe phdp cho nim vi
dé t¢ dau tién. Chinh tai diy, ngai Anagarika
Dharmapala da thanh 1ap mdt trung tam Phat gido véi
sy thanh cOng ruc r8. Khi ngai Anagarika Dharmapala
thim vi€ng Sarnath 1an dau tién vao nim 1891, Sarnath
bi thu nho thanh mot ng6i lang bao boc bdi mot khu
rirng hoang va 1am mot bai dat danh d€ tha heo. Piéu
nay da thic ddy ngai ty minh gdnh vic cdng viéc khoi
phuc Sarnath. Chi véi 600 Rupees do me ngai cing, Hoi
Pai-bd-dé da mua mdt mi€ng dat nhd & Sarnath. Vi su
déng gép ngdy cang nhiéu tir cdc ban be, ngai da thiét
lap mdt nha khach danh cho khidch hanh huong, mot
trudng hoc cho tang, mot thu vién, mot phong kham binh
va phdt thudc mién phi, mot trudng ti€u hoc va mdt
trudng cao dang su pham. Phan 16n tii chdnh 13 do cédc
ban bé clia ngai va nit thi chi Mary Elizabeth Foster &
Honolulu hi ciing.



Nim 1916, chinh phtt Anh & An Do da quyé&t dinh ting
cho Hoi Pai-bo-dé ba vién x4 Igi Pitc Phat dugc phat
hién tai Taxila va Bhattiprolu. Piéu dugc chirng minh
qua viéc HO1 da x4y ba ng61 thap tai1 Calcutta, Sarnath
va Taxila d€ thd x4 1di. Chinh nhd ngai John Marshall,
Tong gidm ddc Bo khio cd hoc va ngai Sankaran Nair,
B0 trudng bd gido duc ma cé6 dugc mén qua vo gia chua
tirng thdy nhu vay. Mot s6 x4 1di dugce phdt hién trudc
ddy da dua vao cdc vién bao tang 6 nuéc Anh. Pap tng
nhitng nhu cau nay, ngai Anagarika Dharmapala da xay
thip Dharmarajika & Calcutta nim 1920 dé thd x4 1di
dugc tim thdy & Bhattiprolu. Dy 4n xay mot thip &
Sarnath mat nhiéu thdi gian hon. Kéu goi su hi ciing cla
cic Phat tir khip Chau 4 nhu nu6c dd 14 mon. Ba Mary
Elizabeth Foster mot 1an nita da déng gép dang ké. Tuy
nhién, ti€n trinh bi tri tré do d4nh hudng clia nhitng vin
dé chinh tri va thuong lugng véi cdc nha khio cd, doi
hoi dat cho cong tic khai quat. Sttc khde cua ngai
Anagarika Dharmapala ngay cang suy yéu. Tu vién nay
cudi ciing hoan tit vao nim 1931 va dudc dit tén la
Milagandhakuti (Huong phong).”® Vio ngdy khdnh
thanh, Tong gidm ddc khdo c6 hoc nhan danh chinh phi
An Do da ting hai vién x4 1gi Phat cho Hoi Dai-bd-dé.

* Gandhakuti (huwong phong) 12 tén ctia cin phong ndi Pic Phat an trd tai Loc
Uyén (Sarnath) va tai tu vién Tric 14m, thanh X4-vé (Sravasti).



Mot vién dugc tim thdy & Taxila va vién kia dugc phat
hién & Nagarjunakonda (ngon doi cia ngai Long tho) hai
nim trude khi tu vién hoan tit. Trong niém hin hoan 16n
lao, x4 1¢i dugc dit trén Iung mot con voi va di nhiéu
quanh thap ba vong truGc khi dugc dat vao bén trong
thdp thd cha tu vién. Budi 1& kéo dai 3 ngay, gin ci
ngan ngudi khach tham dy tai Sarnath. L& khanh thanh
tu vién gidng nhu mot vudng mién tudng thudng cong
dic cho ngai Anagarika Dharmapala. Vao luc do, ngai
da that sy qud y€u va phdi di xe ldn tdi tham dy I€.
Ngai da xult gia tho gidi thanh mot ting si Phat gido chi
vai thing trudc d6 va dudce dat phdp danh la Devamitta
Dharmapala. Tran diay niém vui, Ngai di phdt biéu
trong budi 1& khanh thanh ring:

“Sau 800 ndm Phat gido di b1 quén lang, hi€n nay Phit
t c6 thé trd lai manh dat thiéng liéng Chu-thién-doa-xu
(Isipatana) nay. D6 12 udc nguyén ctia Hoi Pai-bo-dé
cho ngudi dan An Do khong c6 sy phan biét giai cip va
chiing tdc trong gido 1y tir bi ciia Dirc Phat. Toi tin chic
ring cdc ban sé ti€p tuc gieo ric hat gidng chanh phdp
ctia ditc Nhu lai khip xd An.”%

% Sangharakshita, Anagarika Dharmapala: A Biographical Sketch, Maha Bodhi
Society of India, Diamond Jubilee Souvenir, Calcutta, 1952, trang 64.



Sau gidc ngl dai bi ling quén trong nhi€u thé ky, cudi
cung Phit gido da thyc sy thitc tinh va sinh hoat song
dong trG lai noi day.
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